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This paper discusses general concepts in psychometrics rather than technical topics. To begin with, the idea of coefficient alpha was announced. Since lots of researchers do not hold the correct knowledge of alpha coefficient, their misunderstandings should be rectified. Three cases, as the subtitles from 2.1 to 2.3, were demonstrated. 

In addition, the relationship between reliability and test length was mentioned. Testing with fewer items saves not only money but also time of test-takers and administrators, if a short test with high reliability is available. However, the use of short test, relative to a possible longer test, surely has a poor precision and lower reliability. More specifically, even if short tests have quite high reliabilities, the larger standard error of measurement (SEM) may result in unexpected outcomes. So Sijtsma recommended using relative long tests, especially in individual decision making.

Lastly, he placed emphasis on that tests should be developed based on well-established theories. Without theory, test validity is absent. Although IRT models are efficient to define measurement properties, but that is all. IRT models themselves will not tell the cognitive processes and structures of latent variables.
1. The details can be found from a series of published writings of Klaas Sijtsma, because the article is his President Address. 

2. According to Van Maanen et al. (1989), it showed that the Rasch model did not fit the collected data well but the linear logistic test model (LLTM) did. I wonder why the words were stated, because the LLTM is a parsimonious model of Rasch model.
