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In the perspective of D. Andrich, it is a nonignorable problem of data if disordered thresholds are observed after fitting the rating scale model (RSM). The article aims to clarify such misunderstanding of that estimated thresholds must be ordered. 
Andrich’s mathematical derivation of RSM starts from independent dichotomous latent process. It is also argued by Andrich that, the rationale of the Guttman structure underlies the RSM, which suggests a threshold cannot be passed unless all prior thresholds have been passed, so that these thresholds should be ordered on the latent continuum. However, the computation of probabilities under the RSM in Table 1 departs from his original idea (see Figure 3). As the authors said, he made two misinterpretations: (a) the Guttman requirement does not impose an order requirement on the values of thresholds; and (b) the thresholds cannot be interpreted as the points that divide up the continuum in Figure 3.

Apparently the connection between the ordering of the thresholds and the ordering of the categories is not as straightforward as the Andrich‘s statement, two different definitions of ordering were proposed. First, the response categories will be considered ordered if 
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is an increasing function of  for k > j. By the definition, response categories are ordered regardless of the values of thresholds. The second definition is that the response categories will be considered ordered if the expected score on an item is an increasing function of . 

In fact, for any given set of abilities the relative frequency of the number of responses in each category of an item is the only determinant of whether the estimated parameters are ordered or not. Paying too much attention on disordered threshold parameters will lead to unnecessary obsession.
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