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Usually the DIF is studied under the fixed effect approach so that the DIF size is constant across all ability levels for persons form focal group and reference group. In contrast, in the study a random effect approach was adopted which assumes the DIF size forms a distribution. Hence the term DBF specifically refers to a set of DIF items involving additional dimensions. Note that an item bundle here could be any dimensionally homogeneous set of items and not limited to items share a common text or passage. So the aim of study was to detect DBF by using the software SIBTEST.
1. A practical question is, once DIF and DBF take place in a test simultaneously, what detection should we conduct first? DIF or DBF? Will the ordering of two detections result in different conclusion?
2. The authors observed the Type I error did not flat in their simulations, but did not give any explanation to that. I am curious about whether the finding can be generalized to other uninvestigated conditions. 
3. Conceptually focal group and reference group can have different covariance matrix for measured latent traits (including target and nuisance dimensions). However only the means of latent traits were considered and manipulated. 

