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The authors presented an index to describe the inter-rater agreement by implement the latent variable model. In their modeling, ratees have their own latent responses, and then recruited raters realize the latent responses to observed responses by utilizing a set of cut points. Then a statistical index 1 for inter-rater agreement was defined as the proportion of factor variance in the total variance, as Equation 5. After a series of derivations, 1 is identical to scale reliability (2), correlation between latent response and observed score (3), and inter-rater reliability. Readers can understand the idea easily from the attached Mplus and R commands in appendixes. 
1. In fact, the proposed model is equivalent to the GRM with restricted thresholds where a scenario was considered that raters only evaluate ratees on an item (or a criteria). So the virtual item is exactly the rater itself, and therefore the factor loading is a characteristic of rater.
2. The variables  and  can be interpreted as rater’s sensitivity and severity. If we agree with the analogy, then the restriction on thresholds seems unreasonable because raters can hold very different severities, which is stated in the facets model. 
3. The definition of outlying rater and how to determine outlying rater are still unclear for me.
